
                          “Endings are beginnings, and beginnings are ours to turn into

                             something good”                                                    Elizabeth Chandler

My year as club President has come to an end. I am so proud of our many accomplishments. 

We continued supporting the Public Education Foundation of Marion County’s Teacher 2 Be

scholarship program, Grants for Great Ideas, and book donations for Juanita’s Shelf and The

Nook. Once again, we participated in the Early Learning Coalition’s diaper drive and donated

to Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. For veterans, we participated in Operation Christmas

Dinner. For at-risk youth, we helped supply the Arnette House closet and provided a family

with holiday gifts.

Our new projects included writing notes of encouragement for teachers and participating in

the global Kindness Postcard Day. A recycling project resulted in a Buddy Bench being

installed at South Ocala Elementary School to honor our very own Nancy Jones.

We renewed a partnership with the Marion County Public Library by sponsoring the children’s

entryway at Freedom Library and conducting a book giveaway at the grand opening. We also

assembled Born to Read Bags for their Ready to Read Expo.

Thank you to the officers, committee chairs, Foundation members and all the members that

served the club. Thank you to all those that are willing to serve with your new President,

Becky Long. Turn your beginnings into something good.

Kindest regards,

Helen
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UPCOMING CALENDAR

2026

June 4  - Board Meeting, noon - Zoomth

June 11  - Club Meeting, noon - Braised Onion - Todd Belknap, Veterans Helping Veterans USAth

June 18  - Cluster Club, 6:00 pm - The Glenth

July 2  - Board Meeting, noon - Zoomnd

July 9  - Club Meeting, noon - Braised Onion - USA 250  Anniversary Celebration and Altrusa history quizth th

July 16  - Cluster Club, 6:00 pm - The Glenth

August 6  - Board Meeting, noon - Zoomth

August 13  - Club Meeting, noon - Braised Onion - Dr. Barbara Brooks, CEO R.A.M.A.L. Educational & Social

Services

th

August 20  - Cluster Club, 6:00 pm- The Glenth

September 3  - Board Meeting, noon - Zoomrd

September 10  - Club Meeting, noon - Braised Onion - Program TBDth

September 17  - Cluster Club, 6:00 pm - Early Learning Coalition (ELC)th

October 1  - Board Meeting, noon - Zoomst

October 8  - Club Meeting, noon - Braised Onion - Program TBDth

October 15  - Cluster Club, 6:00 pm - Early Learning Coalition (ELC)th

November 5  - Board Meeting, noon - Zoomth

November 12  - Club Meeting, noon - Braised Onion - Laurie Zink, Institute for Human & Machine Cognition;

Ocala Film Derby

th

November 19  - Cluster Club, 6:00 pm - Early Learning Coalition (ELC)th

December 3  - Board Meeting, noon - Zoomrd

December 10  - Club Meeting, noon - Braised Onion - Holiday Celebrationth

2027

January 7  - Board Meeting, noon - Zoomth

January 14  - Club Meeting, noon - Braised Onion - Program TBDth

January 21   - Cluster Club, 6:00 pm - Early Learning Coalition (ELC)st

February 4  - Board Meeting, noon - Zoomth

February 11  - Club Meeting, noon - Braised Onion - Add An Altrusanth

February 18  - Cluster Club, 6:00 pm - Early Learnig Coalition (ELC)th

March 4  - Board Meeting, noon - Zoomth

March 6  - Annual Trivia Night, Country Club of Ocalath

March 11  - Club meeting, noon - Braised Onion - Program TBDth

March 18  - Cluster Club, 6:00 pm - Early Learning Coalitionth

April 1  - Board Meeting, noon - Zoomst

April 8  - Club Meeting, noon - Braised Onion - Program TBDth

April 15  - Cluster Club, 6:00 pm - The Glenth

May 6  - Board Meeting, noon - Zoomth

May 13  - Club Meeting, noon - Braised Onion - Installation of Officersth

May 20  - Cluster Club, 6:00 pm - The Glenth

May 26  - 50  Anniversary of Altrusa International of Ocala (organizational meeting 1977)th th
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December: Maclyn Walker is a quietly active member that has taken the lead on our

new long-range project and always makes sure we have lunch ordered!

November: Becky Long was a blessing to Helen and is a great club member. She

can relate to dealing with a family member with Parkinson’s and stepped up to

handle the President’s duties in Helen’s absence along with her regular duties.

October: Jennifer Ruppel was an absolute beast on our Make A Difference Day.

After most had finished, she continues to box up our wrapped diapers and keep

them all organized. She also eagerly accepted the responsibility of creating the

Gifster list for our holiday family.

September: Gloria James & Ann McKenzie are two best buds. They agreed to co-

chair a new committee - Programs. They can always be counted on to participate in

any read aloud opportunites.

August: Jennifer Rappa an active, service minded Cluster Club member. A super

painter for the Nook who got her husband to assist. She stepped up as Cluster Club

secretary this year and printed stickers for the candy bags.

July: Colleen Duris is knowledgeable and dedicated to our mission. Her

unselfishness is always evident. She offers support to all our programs and

members to ensure our club’s success. She is an outstanding leader.

June: Brenda Ford an active supporter of Cluster club; if she doesn’t know an

answer, she knows where to find it. She is a great listener and offers different

perspectives.
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NINJA of the MONTH

Nurture Your Inner
Nancy Jones
Attributes
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January—Frances Ferguson is always willing to serve our club, whether she is

delivering books, preparing bid sheets, or accepting a position. As a charter

member, she possesses a wealth of knowledge about Altrusa.

February—Kate Fink and Judi Zanetti these two NINJAs worked tirelessly for our

successful Trivia Night fundraiser. One of them sought many new sponsorships,

prepared our new and improved brochure, and handled all the details of Trivia Night,

both large and small. My second NINJA created and set up the lovely centerpieces

for Trivia Night, created all the trivia questions and co-hosted the event! .

March— Connie Larsen and Wendy Williams these two Altrusans were instrumental

in our successful Trivia Night fundraiser. One stayed glued to Kate, helping at every

stage. The other brought us the trips, became an expert on all the details, and

manned the table at Trivia Night. 

April— Debbie Catabia truly moves in stealth mode. She prefers to go unnoticed

despite her many contributions to Altrusa. To share just one example of her

dedication—if you have enjoyed cake at any Trivia Night, it is thanks to her. She

handles everything from ordering and paying for the cake, to serving it, and even

providing take-home containers. 
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On May 18, 2026 we dedicated the Nancy F. Jones Buddy Bench at South Ocala Elementary

School. Thanks to the efforts of the membership and National Elementary Honor Society

Students, who spearheaded a recyclables collection effort at the school, we collect a total of

4,000 items, far surpassing our 1,000 goal. 

NANCY F. JONES BUDDY BENCH PROJECT
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At our April 9th business meeting we joined in the ASTRA Kindness postcards day

project. Members added notes of encouragement and support plus stickers to

cards that were then distributed to Early Learning Coalition, AdventHealth NICU,

Marion County Public Library System, Arnette House, Kimberly’s Center for

Protection and The Glen.



CARE

One of the best parts of being an Altrusa member is knowing we have a group of friends who

care about one another. The Care Committee has traditionally sent cards to members during

times of illness, loss, celebration, or other important life events. While those cards are

always sent with love, we'd like to find more ways to support our members.

When someone is going through a difficult time, a kind phone call, a meal, a visit, or simply

knowing others are thinking of them can mean so much. Because everyone's needs are

different, we encourage members to let us know how we can best offer support.

Our goal is to make sure every member feels cared for, connected, and supported—not just

with a card, but in ways that are truly helpful and meaningful.

Sometimes the greatest gift we can offer one another is simply knowing what is needed.

Please don't hesitate to let the Care Committee know how we can best support you or a

fellow member.

Scott 352-266-5964; scottaltrusa@gmail.com
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UPCOMING SERVICE

President Becky’s KINDNESS IN ACTION 

JUNE & JULY:

Toiletry bags for Veterans - travel size

toothpaste, toothbrush, shampoo, soap or

body wash, deodarant, comb, socks, floss,

sanitizer, first aid kit or band aids. Whatever

will fit in your zip lock bag.

26 more resiliency books
were added to the Nook at

Tools for Teaching



ASTRA

CONGRATULATIONS to the ASTRA West Port High School Seniors on

their graduation:

KAMIAH WALKER (Club President)

KAHLEB GORDON

DELIENE SEBARILLO

ISABELLA AGUIRRE

SANIYA KAMALODEEN 

We wish you the best of luck in your future endeavors!
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Programs

In March, Stacey Perlmutter,

Philanthropy Manager at Hospice of

Marion County Foundation shared

with us information on all that

Hospice does in our community,

including 40 years of service, three

Hospice Houses, Bereavement

Center, Nancy Rehyhart Dementia

Education Program and four Hospice

Thrift Stores. Ann McKenzie

participated in the Linens and Love

campaign, seeking donations of XL

twin sheets, towels, wash clothes

and blankets for families needing

Hospice care.
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https://hospiceofmarion.org/


Programs

In April, Matthew Cretul, Legislative Manager for Marion County (and Becky Long’s son) presented to

us the County’s State and Federal legislative priorities.

Marion County’s 2026 priorities included:

·Funding Lowell Municipal Drinking Water project

·Construction of Marion Oaks Manor Extension project

·Restoration of swimming in Silver Springs

·FL Dept. of Health Belleview Clinic

·Improvements to the Bradford-Ma Barker house

·Creating a new category of discretionary sales tax (due to state discussions on property tax

changes)

·Raising the CCNA study cap

·Special assignments on agriculturally zoned lands

·Classifying public safety equipment that requires a lease as infrastructure

·Support for additional magistrates in District 5

·Support for conversions from septic to sewer

The County also provides support to organizations with their legislative initiatives, including:

·Ft. King Heritage Foundation (assists with paperwork);Senior Services; and Veterans.

Organizations can pitch their legislative priorities directly to state representatives or through the

County. Matthew works to find alternative solutions for initiatives not passed or funded. 11
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Foundation Board of Directors:
Brenda Ford, Maria Kusmierz, Mary Cay

Landt, Connie Larsen, Maclyn Walker

Programs
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Officer Installation - Colors of Leadership

Club Officers:
President - Becky Long

Vice President - Wendy Willliams
Treasurer - Debbie Catabia
Secretary - Colleen Duris

Directors - Elaine Goodelle & Jennifer Ruppel
Immediate Past President - Helen McDavid

Helen



On April 13, 2026 Altrusans attended the Grand Opening Ceremony & Ribbon Cutting for the

Freedom Public Library expansion, which included the new children’s section entryway, made

possible by Altrusa International of Ocala Foundation!

FOUNDATION
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We distributed 250 “The Flag

We Love” books for the

occasion.



FOUNDATION
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Another successful Trivia Night -

raising over $24,000
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First place team
designated Harbourview
to receive the $300 prize
for their media center

Second place team designated Wyomina
to  receive the $200 prize for their
media center

Third place team designated Lake Weir
HS to  receive the $100 prize for their
media center
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Additional trip details and videos are available at these links:

• Alaska Cruise: Amfund.org/trips/alaska-explorer-full-details/

• Taste of Tuscany: Amfund.org/trips/tuscanyintothewinefulldetails-2/

• New York City: Amfund.org/trips/newyorkcityofdreamsfulldetails/

• San Francisco & The Wine Country: Amfund.org/trips/san-fran-landonly-fulldetails/

https://www.amfund.org/trips/alaska-explorer-full-details/
https://www.amfund.org/trips/tuscanyintothewinefulldetails-2/
https://www.amfund.org/trips/newyorkcityofdreamsfulldetails/
https://www.amfund.org/trips/san-fran-landonly-fulldetails/
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DISTRICT CONFERENCE
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All had a great time at

Conference, we were busy

bees, and our club was

recognized for community

service, yearbook and a

membership incentive credit. 



There are the Altrusans you meet – and then there are the Altrusans who stay with you.

Every year, as the season begins its quiet turn toward spring, many of us head to District

Conference. Two or three days. A quiet solo trip or a car full of friends. One location where people

come together to connect. Yes, there is a little bit of governance, but what really happens at

District Conference is compassionate people collaborating on service, leadership and making a

difference. Then somewhere between workshops, business meetings, and award presentations,

we are reminded that the most extraordinary experiences are rooted in connection. It’s the

thread that runs through our Clubs, Districts and Association. Connection to a cause. Connection

to experiences and events. Connection with each other. I encourage you to attend your District

Conference to experience the joy being an Altrusan offers, to meet new friends and reconnect

with those throughout your District who you already call friend.

One more thing before my article ends…data. It is a tool that helps us learn and improve so that

we know Altrusa is delivering real, measurable change. Please make sure to enter books donated

and literacy service on the Membership page of the Altrusa website. Each book entered and each

service hour performed adds to our shared story. A story we can share with each other, future

members, and potential new partnerships and Convention sponsors.

I look forward to the actions you take in our membership and literacy challenges, and of course,

the momentum we will build together as we gather at District Conferences. Help us extend our

reach, our impact to the world by encouraging others to help us contribute to leading to a better

community.

With Altrusa Love,

International Convention 2027

Hyatt Regency, Columbus, Ohio

July 21 - 24, 2027 20
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Buzzin’ with the Governor – May 2026

 By Mantha Young, District Three Governor
“May is the month of promise, growth, and blooming into something beautiful.”

And that is exactly what happened in Spartanburg, SC as we gathered for our 73rd Annual

District Three Conference.

What a joy it was to see Altrusans in Harmony Always Sparkle come to life! From the moment

we arrived, there was laughter in the hallways, warm hugs among friends, and the

unmistakable energy that happens when Altrusans come together with purpose.

We explored, learned, served, and yes… we had FUN! Some of us hit the trails at Croft State

Park for a refreshing hike. We supported our fundraisers and can't wait to share how much

we raised during the entire weekend! We gained fascinating insights into bees, traced family

roots through genealogy, and enjoyed a lively, thought-provoking discussion during Book Club.

Our service hearts were busy too! We created cards of encouragement, labeled OTC

medications, and worked together on meaningful projects that will touch lives far beyond

conference weekend.

And somehow, in true Altrusa fashion, we still handled all of our important business sessions

with dedication and grace.

The sparkle didn’t end when the Conference closed!

You’ll be hearing more highlights, stories, smiles, and the many special moments we shared

in the upcoming District Service Bulletin hitting your inbox in just a few weeks. Until then—

keep shining, keep serving, and always… BEE Essential.

Mantha Young 

Governor, Altrusa District Three 
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Gainesville, FL

April 23-24, 2027
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CLUB BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2026-2027

President - Becky Long

Vice President - Wendy Williams

Treasurer - Debbie Catabia

Secretary - Colleen Duris

Director - Elaine Goodelle

Director - Jennifer Ruppel

Immediate Past President - Helen

McDavid

FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2026-2027

President - Maclyn Walker

Treasurer - Connie Larsen

Director - Brenda Ford

Director - Maria Kusmierz

Director - Mary Cay Landt

June 20   Diane Barrineau

June 29   Maria Kusmierz

July 28    Colleen Duruis

August 10 Connie Larsen
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CLUB COMMITTEE CHAIRS

2026-2027

ASTRA - T.J Bright

CARE - Scott Tice

Cluster Club - Judi Zanetti

Fundraising - Kate Fink

Membership - Wendy Williams

Program - Maclyn Walker/

Helen McDavid

Service- Anita Winter/Debbie

Catabia

Ocala Communicator, Spring 2026
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MINUTES
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In March the Board discussed all final matters for Trivia Night, finalized details for

ordering the 250 books for the Freedom Library Grand Opening; received the

nominating committee report and discussed more resiliency books for the Nook.

In April the Board was notified of the date for next year’s Trivia Night, March 6,

2027; discussed labeling the 250 books and participating in the Postcards

Kindness project.

In May a motion was made to change the bank signatories on the club accounts

due to change in officers and accepted the resignation of Angie Dansby, with

regret. 

Board Action
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