
                      “If I cannot do great things, I can do small things in a great way.”

Martin Luther King, Jr.

       

Winter has our club doing small things in a great way for our community. We

helped stock the Arnette House closet with all the items young teens need or

want—from fidget toys and lip balm to beef sticks and lotion! We sponsored an

Arnette House family of 5 for the holiday. Delivery day had the car overflowing with

toys, clothes, and kitchen items. Once again, we supported Operation Christmas

Dinner for local veterans housed at the Ocala Ritz Veterans Village. Kate provides

a delicious Christmas eve meal, and each veteran receives a gift bag with hygiene

items, snacks, and other holiday goodies.

In 2026, we are gearing up for our fundraiser—Trivia Night. This year we have

partnered with American Fundraising Foundation, AmFund, to help take our silent

auction to the next level. Plans for honoring Nancy Jones with a Buddy Bench at

South Ocala Elementary are coming together as well as our support for the

Freedom Public Library children’s room entryway. 

Small things in great ways—helping our community—Altrusa at its finest.

Kindest regards,

Helen
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If you know of a club member in

need of our support and CARE,

please contact Angie Dansby at

adansbyaltrusa@gmail.com or

text to (352) 427-8609
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UPCOMING CALENDAR

2026

March 5  - Board meeting, noon - Zoomth

March 7  - Trivia Night - Country Club of Ocalath

March 12  - Club Meeting, noon -Braised Onionth

March 19  - Cluster Club, 6:00 pm - The Glenth

April 2  - Board Meeting, noon - Zoomnd

April 9  - Club Meeting, noon - Braised Onionth

April 11  - Anniversary Altrusa International th

                1917-1926

April 16  - Cluster Club, 6:00 pm - ELCth

April 24-25 - District Conference -Spartanburg, SC

May 7  - Board meeting, noon - Zoomth

May 14  - Club meeting, noon - Braised Onionth

May 21  - Cluster Club, 6:00pm - ELCst

May 26  - 49  Anniversary of Altrusa International th th

of Ocala (organizational meeting 1977)

June 4  - Board Meeting, noon - Zoomth

June 11  - Club Meeting, noon - Braised Onionth

June 18  - Cluster Club, 6:00 pm - ELCth
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March 4, 1933 - February 1, 2026

Altrusan since 1987; granted Emeritus status 2023

In Memory of Betty Cluster



December: Maclyn Walker is a quietly active member that has taken the lead on our

new long-range project and always makes sure we have lunch ordered!

November: Becky Long was a blessing to Helen and is a great club member. She

can relate to dealing with a family member with Parkinson’s and stepped up to

handle the President’s duties in Helen’s absence along with her regular duties.

October: Jennifer Ruppel was an absolute beast on our Make A Difference Day.

After most had finished, she continues to box up our wrapped diapers and keep

them all organized. She also eagerly accepted the responsibility of creating the

Gifster list for our holiday family.

September: Gloria James & Ann McKenzie are two best buds. They agreed to co-

chair a new committee - Programs. They can always be counted on to participate in

any read aloud opportunites.

August: Jennifer Rappa an active, service minded Cluster Club member. A super

painter for the Nook who got her husband to assist. She stepped up as Cluster Club

secretary this year and printed stickers for the candy bags.

July: Colleen Duris is knowledgeable and dedicated to our mission. Her

unselfishness is always evident. She offers support to all our programs and

members to ensure our club’s success. She is an outstanding leader.

June: Brenda Ford an active supporter of Cluster club; if she doesn’t know an

answer, she knows where to find it. She is a great listener and offers different

perspectives.
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NINJA of the MONTH

Nurture Your Inner
Nancy Jones
Attributes
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A
Thanks to Kate for allowing us to participate in another successful Operation

Christmas Dinner, it was the 14  year of the event. Food and gifts were

delivered and distributed to the 40 Veterans housed at the local Ritz. We

appreciate being able to share such blessings with others.  

th
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The club members came through and collected over 1,800 #2

recyclable items. We also have confirmed our partnership with

South Ocala Elementary School. The National Honor Society

Students are leading the drive to collect the recyclable items.

Once they have 500 we will have enough to secure our Polywood

“Buddy Bench”. Stay tuned for more details to come. 

NANCY F. JONES BUDDY BENCH PROJECT



ASTRA

The West Port High School (WPHS) ASTRA club

participated in the WPHS Fall Candy Trail and

Christmas Tree Trail. They won first prize in both

events which earned the club $200! 
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Programs

In December, we had “member” time. We celebrated the holidays with homemade

treats for all, collected items for our holiday family and enjoyed a wonderful game

created and shared by Becky Long, a fun time for all! 
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Programs

In February we met the 2025 Golden Apple Rookie

Teacher of the Year, Courtney Morris, teacher at

Stanton-Weirsdale Elementary. She was also a

recipient of the Public Education Foundation Teacher

2 Be program, a Grant for Good Ideas recipient and

praised the Tools 4 Teaching Store, ALL programs

we support.
10
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In January, Becky Long was at it again. She presented an excellent presentation on

Altrusa and our club for our Add-An-Altrusan guests. It was also a good re-orientation

for our members!



Thank you to Mary Cay for once again hosting the annual Holiday Celebration!

HOLIDAY GATHERING
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Greetings and welcome to the new year! I hope 2026 is off to a good start for you. This time of year offers

the chance to think a little differently. Winter invites thoughtful reflection, intentional resets, and of course,

dreaming and casting a vision for what lies ahead before spring weather and District Conferences arrive. Your

District Boards are busy planning outstanding workshops, keynote speakers, service projects, and

meaningful opportunities to network and exchange ideas. Please make sure to mark your calendar to attend

your District Conference to reconnect with fellow Altrusans and make new friends.

Just in time for Valentine’s Day, we are launching our first membership challenge entitled “Be a Friend– Bring

a Friend.” It’s the perfect time to put two words of my biennium theme to life…LOVE and LEGACY. I invite you

to ask someone to attend a meeting with you, participate in a service project, or- best of all – become an

Altrusan. Show them the love that comes from part of our organization and dream with me about the legacy

we can build by expanding the service we provide in our communities.

What do you need to do for the “Be a Friend – Bring a Friend” challenge?

• Recruit at least one new active (not dual) member between February 14th – March 14th.

• Ensure the new member is entered in Group Tally during this period, and that their dues are paid.

• Before April 1st, Altrusa International will draw five winning clubs, each receiving $100 to use for a

membership event, a service project or where it is needed most.

Along with the “Bring a Friend - Build a Future” membership challenge, I am delighted to announce an update

to our sponsor program – an easier way to recognize and appreciate Altrusans who recruit new members. Be

sure to check out page 3 to see the new sponsor pins and learn more about this revised program.

Many of you are doing amazing service projects - especially distributing books – that will enrich the lives of

others for generations to come this biennium. Make sure to enter all books distributed and service hours

completed so far and going forward. This will allow us to report progress by District in next edition of The

Compass. The reporting link can be found on the Membership page of altrusa.org.

Speaking of our website, I encourage you to visit it regularly. Our International Committees are hard at work,

and it shows. We are initiating new programs, updating forms, pictures, and information as much as possible

– including the newly revised International Service Award entry forms. So many of you and your clubs are

providing wonderful service, and I hope you submit at least one application this year and even more next

year.

As we look to spring, I hope this time of year inspires you to dream about growth. I love watching trees and

flowers bloom in the early spring, and the same is true for Altrusa. I look forward to seeing our membership

flourish and witnessing the growth that follows. What seeds will you plant and grow on your Altrusa journey

this spring? Together, let’s grow the LOVE, LITERACY & LEGACY of Altrusa.

With Altrusa Love,

Christine “Chris” DeVlieger

President of Altrusa International, Inc.

International Convention 2027

Hyatt Regency, Columbus, Ohio

July 21 - 24, 2027
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Buzzin’ with the Governor – February 2026

 By Mantha Young, District Three Governor
February is a month that naturally turns our hearts toward love - and when I think about

District Three, love is exactly what I see in action every single day. I am so grateful for each

of you and the many ways you serve your clubs and communities. Your kindness,

compassion, and willingness to step in wherever needed truly make our district BEE

Essential.

As Helen Keller so beautifully said, “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”

That spirit of togetherness is what makes Altrusa so special.

One of my favorite moments this month was visiting the forming Altrusa Club of Central Polk

County. We had such a wonderful time making Valentine’s cards for local Veterans - simple

acts of love that carried big meaning. Laughing, creating, and serving side by side reminded

me how powerful fellowship can be when hearts come together for others.

February also highlights a meaningful United Nations observance that connects beautifully

with our mission. International Mother Language Day on February 21 celebrates the

importance of protecting languages and honoring cultural diversity around the world.

Languages carry stories, traditions, and identity. By valuing every voice, we build stronger,

more inclusive communities - something Altrusans do every day through literacy and

service.

As we look ahead, I would truly love to see us fill our District Conference in Spartanburg

with Altrusans from all over District Three. It’s such a special time to reconnect, share

ideas, and enjoy fellowshipping with like-minded friends who share the same heart for

service.

Let’s continue spreading kindness, building connections, and loving our communities well.

That’s how we Bee Essential.

Mantha Young 

Governor, Altrusa District Three 
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District Conference 2026

Spartanburg, SC

April 24-25, 2026
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COME JOIN US AT

CONFERENCE!

Check out the

latest DSB for

information.
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Since 1946, Altrusa International has held observer status at the United

Nations (UN). At that time, Altrusa was the first international classified service

club for then executive and professional women to have an official observer

appointed to the United Nations, Frances K. Marquis, president of the New

York City (NYC)Altrusa Club. Frances was a close friend to another active NYC

Altrusan, Eleanor Roosevelt. Eleanor Rooselt delivered an address at the 1945

San Francisco UN Conference on International Organization and later then

President Harry S. Truman appointed Mrs. Roosevelt to Chair the famous UN

Human Rights Committee.

In 1978, our UN membership was assigned to the level of a NGO (Non-

Governmental Organization) in roster status within the ECOSOC (the Economic

and Social Council). In this capacity, we join together with other NGOs,

empowered to attend open General Assembly sessions and UN

briefings/conferences related solely to global and social concerns, and receive

UN Ground Passes.

In each biennium, the International Board appoint 5 representatives to attend

and monitor UN meetings and briefings, as allowed. Altrusa’s representatives

may participate (either in person or via teleconference/Facebook) in weekly

briefings/”chats” conducted by the UN Department of Global Communication

(DGC), Civil Society (NGOs). In addition, they may serve on DGC Annual

Conference committees and other projects, formed to further the improvement

of the human condition worldwide.

 

Kathleen Schrein, Chair, United Nations Committee
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Altrusa Accent
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CLUB BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President - Helen McDavid

Vice President - Becky Long

Treasurer - Scott Tice

Secretary - Wendy Williams

Director - Debbie Catabia

Director - Frances Ferguson

Immediate Past President - Colleen Duris

FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President - Maclyn Walker

Treasurer - Connie Larsen

Director - Brenda Ford

Director - Angie Dansby

Director - Mary Cay Landt

March 15   Valerie Forster

March 30  Joan Coke

March 30  Becky Long

April 22     Debbie Catabia  

April 26     Elaine Goodelle

April 27     Scott Tice

May 10    Gloria James

May 20    Helen McDavid

May 21    Anita Winter

May 26    Jennifer Rappa 17

CLUB COMMITTEE CHAIRS

ASTRA - T.J Bright

CARE - Angie Dansby

Cluster Club - Judi Zanetti

Fundraising - Kate Fink

Membership - Becky Long

Program - Gloria James/

Ann McKenzie

Service- Debbie Catabia/

Wendy Williams
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MINUTES
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Board Action
In November a report was made on the Canterfield Celebration by the Cluster Club at Canterfield,

the Day of Giving successful diaper collection and wrapping, more information was provided on the

holiday family gifts and Arnette House, and items needed for Operation Christmas dinner. 

At the December meeting the Board heard about the Long Range Planning Committee‘s approval of

the library entrance project for $14,000. Final arrangements were discussed for all the holiday

related service projects and a plan was in formation for collecting the recyclables.

In January, the Board discussed the final agreement with the library for the entrance project,

preparation for Add-An_Altrusan Day, and the need for volunteers for the club nominating

committee. 
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